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FOREWORD

I have been asked to write a few words about
the sm%zmqﬁazgﬁ:m of Pandit Ramajna Pandeys,
U. P. Government Research Scholar, working in the
Saraswati Bhavan, Government Sanskrit College,
Banaras. I do so with pleasure. If is an attempt
to bring together tha ideas, partly philosophical and
partly linguistic, found scattered in Vaiy@karana
literature. That Vyakarana was looked upon as a
Dargana is made clear by the fact that one of the
chapters of the Sarvadar§anasangraha is entitled :
qiffgxiag.  That chapter is all too brief. It is
based on ancient works such as the Vakyapadiya of
Bhartrhari, The ultimate source of all these ideas
is, of course, the Astadhyayi of Panini as interpreted
by Katyayana and Patafijali.

The present work called yf®r is only the first
part of the werk. Two more parts, the difs®r and
the sfgay are promised. The 3RT =T gives in summary
form the contents of the other two parts. It is
based, not only on the ultimate source mentioned
above, but also on later works such as the Vakya-
padiya of Bhartrhari and the commentaries thereon,
the Pradipa of Kaiyata, the Laghumanjusa and the
Udyota of Nagoji Bhatta. The anthor has also made
- extensive use of the phonetic material found in the
Siksa works and the Pratisakhyas, especially the
Taittiriyapratisakhya, with its two commentaries, the
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Tribhasyaratna and the Vaidikdbharana, This is
a novel feature of the work as compared with the
Laghumaiijisa or the Vaiyakarapabhiisapa of Konda-
bhatta. A certain amount of material has been
taken from the Tantras also, especially on the
phonetic and mystic aspects of the varpamala.

The work deals with a wide range of topics:
the nature and scope of Vyakarna, Sphota and its
varieties, the number of sounds in the Sanskrit langu-
age, their mode of articulation, their variation
according to =gagd, dae. enw, @ and qfam,
the different pramanas, the Vaiyakarna conception of
g, wifa, g1, an, fe=, Gen, @@, f@g and gf )
Incidentally there are discussions on such topics as
the F<latg=a and the FIFRA@HAT.

One noteworthy feature of the work is the way
in which the author unhesitatingly rejects the views
of even such writers as Helaraja and Nage§a. Against
Helaraja, he holds that Vaiyakaranas acocept the
qfeqEaTg and not the farqefqﬁ' (p- 117). He considers
the view of Nagesa on qudle as going against the
Bhasya (p. 49) and rejects Nagefa’s statement : _y:
YT sAlEar WFaRd on the ground that the view in
question is held really by Grammarians,

The work is written in very simple Sanskrit.
The author states his views and his disagreements
from others in a forthright manner. Pandits may
miss the @& element in the exposition of the ideas
but, as a compensation, the work may appeal to a
wider circle of readers. The phonetic material taken
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from different sources reguires a comparative and
critical study on thie basis of tradition, It is a pity
that the author does not seem to be familiar with
the work on Sanskrit phonetics going on in western
countries, The recently published (1953) ‘“‘Phonetics
in Ancient India” by W.S. Allen deals with many
matters discussed in this work but with an entirely
different approach.

This is only the first part of the work. It is fo

be hoped that the U.P. Government will enable
Pt. Ramajna Pandey to continue the work and

finish it.

K. A. Susrauawis [vEm
Lucknow Unitversity.
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